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reality. He can do what he wants, being without the interference of
adults. Then the child plays at being another boy who now can
praise himself through an imaginary companion: "You know that
little boy who lives on Walnut Avenue? He is a nice little boy. My
name is Carl Thomas. I'm just going to be here a little while/3 The
phenomenon of imaginary companions, which occurs most fre-
quently between the ages of 4 and 10, is similar to a hallucination
and can hardly be destroyed by happenings in reality. A little boy
played continuously with an imaginary donkey, tyrannizing his fam-
ily because wherever they went, the little donkey was in the way.
The parents bought the child a big toy donkey, whereupon the child
exclaimed: "How happy my little donkey is to have a playmate 1"
Imaginary companions do not necessarily have permanent charac-
teristics. Jersild and Holmes(302) found that only a third of the
children they observed gave definite and permanent characteristics
to their imaginary companions. Girls had imaginary boy compan-
ions more frequently than boys had girl companions. The imaginary
companions are a manifestation of the child's "dissociation of per-
sonality/3 in which a centering self is not yet established.

In some instances the dissociation of personality goes so far
that the child does not always feel the unity of his own body. The
observation that children in the first months of life often inflict
wounds on themselves was interpreted by D. Tiedemann(571) and by
W. Preyer(477) as a lack of thorough self-perception.

The child who experiences different moods feels like different
persons. The same holds true for his other trends; if the child
desires certain things he cannot get he escapes to a make-believe
situation of being grown up; if he feels very insecure he imagines
that he is an infant who is fondled. Thus the child's ego expands
and shrinks, forming different personalities. In the period of ex-
pansion a boy says;* "I am tired of being a little boy. I am a big
boy. Sooa I will be a daddy." In the period of reduction: "Today
I'm not gonna be big. Tm gonna be a little baby and you must take
care of me, I caa't do anything for myself. I can just lie in your
tap, Tm tired of being a big boy for a while." When one is big, the
chSd explains, uyon can do what you want to do and nobody tells
ymt and you don't have to ask." When one is little then one can also

nrhat one wants because everybody cares for the little baby.
hearing of soldiers who have to go to wax and shoot people,
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